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(57) Abstract 

A disc brake comprises an operating mechanism (26) operable to move friction material pads (18) into contact with a disc (16). The 
operating mechanism comprises a support body (28) located on one side of the disc (16), a cylinder (30) denned by the support body, and 
a piston (32) in the cylinder. The operating mechanism also comprises a guidance member (36) for the pads (18). The guidance member 
(36) projects from the support body (28) past the disc (16) and supports an abutment (24) on which one of said pads (18) is mounted. The 
guidance member (36) is mounted on the support body (28) by means of a plurality of bolts (44) which extend through bores (48) in the 
guidance member to said abutment (24). The bolts (44) take the load during application of the brake. 
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DISC BRAKE 

This invention is concerned with a disc brake, for 
example a disc brake suitable for use in braking a wheel of 
a vehicle. 

A conventional disc brake for a vehicle comprises a 
disc, friction material pads arranged on opposite sides of 
the disc, and an operating mechanism operable to move one 
of the pads into contact with the disc, and to cause 
relative movement between the operating mechanism and the 
disc to bring the other pad into contact with the disc so 
that the pads both apply a braking force thereto. In most 
cases, the disc is fixedly mounted on a hub and said 
relative movement is brought about by movement of the 
operating mechanism which is mounted so that it can slide 
axially of the disc. It is also possible for the operating 
mechanism to be fixed relative to the hub and for the disc 
to be slidable axially on the hub. In the latter case, 
there may be two or more discs slidable on the hub, and an 
appropriate number of pads located between the discs so 
that the operating mechanism can cause all the pads to 
contact a disc. 

In a conventional disc brake as referred to above, the 
operating mechanism comprises a support body located on one 
side of the disc, a cylinder defined by the support body, 
and a piston in the cylinder. The piston is movable, when 
fluid under pressure is introduced into the cylinder, to 
urge a first of said pads towards the disc. The operating 
mechanism also comprises a guidance member projecting from 
the support body past the disc and supporting an abutment 
on which the second of said pads is mounted. Said abutment 
may be attached to the guidance member or may be part 
thereof. Said first pad is mounted for sliding movement on 
the guidance member. 



WO 98/26191 PCT/GB97/03387 

2 

In a conventional disc brake as referred to above, the 
guidance member of the operating mechanism is subject to 
high bending and shearing reaction forces, when the brake 
is applied. The bending forces result from the pressure 
between the pads and the disc. The shearing forces are 
circumferential forces and are generated by the f rictional 
contact between the pads and the disc which are transferred 
to the guidance member and thence to the support body. 
This means that the guidance member is made from expensive 
high tensile material and, as it has a relatively complex 
shape, including accurate guidance surfaces for the brake 
pad, this makes the guidance member difficult and expensive 
to make. 

The invention provides a disc brake comprising a disc, 
friction material pads arranged on opposite sides of the 
disc, and an operating mechanism operable to move one of 
the pads into contact with the disc, and to cause relative 
movement between the operating mechanism and the disc to 
bring the other pad into contact with the disc so that the 
pads both apply a braking force thereto, the operating 
mechanism comprising a support body located on one side of 
the disc, a cylinder defined by the support body, and a 
piston in the cylinder, the piston being movable, when 
fluid under pressure is introduced into the cylinder, to 
urge a first of said pads towards the disc, the operating 
mechanism also comprising a guidance member projecting from 
the support body past the disc and supporting an abutment 
on which the second of said pads is mounted, said first pad 
being mounted for sliding movement on the guidance member, 
characterised in that the guidance member of the operating 
mechanism is mounted on the support body thereof by means 
of a plurality of bolts which extend through bores in the 
guidance member from the support body to said abutment. 

In a disc brake in accordance with the invention, the 
bending and shearing forces applied to the guidance member 



WO 98/26191 PCT/GB97/03387 

3 

are taken by the bolts which can be readily and cheaply 
obtained with the ability to take high loads so that the 
guidance member itself can be made from lower strength 
material which is cheaper and more easy to machine. 

Preferably, the bolts are received in threaded bores 
in either the abutment or the support body. This avoids 
the necessity for nuts. 

There now follows a detailed description, to be read 
with reference to the accompanying drawing, of a disc brake 
which is illustrative of the invention. 

The drawing is an exploded view of the illustrative 
disc brake. 

The illustrative disc brake 10 is mounted on a 
suspension link 12 of a vehicle. The suspension link 12 
has a hub 14 mounted for rotation thereon. A wheel (not 
shown) is mounted on the hub in the usual manner. The 
brake 10 also comprises two discs 16 which are mounted on 
the hub 14 for axial sliding movement. Specifically, the 
outer surface of the hub 14 has three circumf erentially- 
spaced surface portions which are formed with axial splines 
and the discs 16 are formed with teeth which mesh with 
these splines so that the discs can slide axially on the 
hub but rotate therewith. The hub 14 has three leaf 
springs 17 secured thereto by screws 19. The leaf springs 
17 are arranged on the surface portions of the hub between 
the splines thereof and serve to centralise the discs 16 
and to prevent them from rattling on the hub. 

The brake 10 also comprises friction material pads 18 
arranged on opposite sides of each of the discs 16. 
Specifically, one of the friction pads 18 is mounted on a 
backing plate 20 on one side of a first of the discs 16, 
two of the pads 18 are mounted on opposite sides of a 
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backing plate 22 which is between the first and the second 
discs 16 , and one of the pads 18 is mounted on an abutment 
24 on an opposite side of the second disc 16 to the backing 
plate 22. 

The brake 10 also comprises an operating mechanism 26 
operable to move the pad 18 on the backing plate 20 into 
contact with the first disc 16. The mechanism 26 is also 
affective to cause relative movement between the mechanism 
2 6 and the discs 16 to bring the other pads 18 mounted on 
the backing plate 22 and the abutment 24 into contact with 
the discs so that the pads all apply a braking force to the 
discs. Specifically, movement of the pad 18 on the backing 
plate 20 into contact with the first disc 16 causes the 
first disc 16 to slide on the hub 14 into contact with one 
of the pads 18 on the backing plate 22, continued movement 
brings the other pad 18 on the backing plate 22 into 
contact with the second disc 16 which, in turn, slides on 
the hub 14 until the second disc 16 contacts the pad 18 on 
the abutment 24. 

The operating mechanism 26 comprises a support body 28 
which is located on one side of the first disc 16. The 
support body 28 is provided by a portion of the link 12. 
The operating mechanism 26 also comprises a cylinder 30 
defined by the support body 28, and a piston 3 2 in the 
cylinder. The piston 32 is movable, when fluid under 
pressure is introduced into the cylinder 3 0 through a port 
34 to move out of the cylinder and thereby urge the backing 
plate 2 0 and the pad 18 mounted thereon towards the first 
disc 18. 

The operating mechanism 2 6 also comprises a guidance 
member 36 projecting from the support body 28 past the 
discs 16. The guidance member 3 6 supports the abutment 24. 
The backing plates 2 0 and 2 2 and the pads mounted thereon 
are mounted for sliding movement on the guidance member 36. 



WO 98/26191 



PCT/GB97/03387 



5 

Specifically, the guidance member 36 has two arcuate side 
surfaces 38 on which the plates 20 and 22 slide. The 
plates 20 and 22 having upper hook portions 40 which hook 
over the surfaces 38 so that the plates 20 and 22 are 
supported by the member 3 6 and can slide along the member 
36. A leaf spring 42 is provided between the underside of 
the member 36 and the plates 20 and 22, the spring 42 
serving to prevent rattling. 

The guidance member 3 6 of the operating mechanism 26 
is mounted on the support body 28 by means of a two high 
tensile bolts 44 which pass through bores 46 in the support 
body 2 8 and bores 4 8 in the guidance member 3 6 to enter 
threaded bores 5 0 in the abutment 24. 

In the operating mechanism 26, introduction of 
hydraulic fluid under pressure into the cylinder 30 causes 
the piston 3 2 to urge the pads 18 into contact with the 
discs 16 as aforementioned. When this contact has been 
achieved braking forces between each of the pads 18 and the 
discs 16 are transmitted to the member 3 6 via the backing 
plates 2 0 and 2 2 and the abutment 24. However, the high 
bending and shearing forces applied thereby to the guidance 
member 36 is taken by the bolts 44. 
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CLAIMS 

1 A disc brake (10) comprising a disc (16), friction 
material pads (18) arranged on opposite sides of the 
disc, and an operating mechanism (26) operable to move 
one of the pads into contact with the disc, and to 
cause relative movement between the operating 
mechanism and the disc to bring the other pad into 
contact with the disc so that the pads both apply a 
braking force thereto, the operating mechanism 
comprising a support body (28) located on one side of 
the disc (16), a cylinder (30) defined by the support 
body, and a piston (32) in the cylinder, the piston 
being movable, when fluid under pressure is introduced 
into the cylinder, to urge a first of said pads (18) 
towards the disc (16) , the operating mechanism (26) 
also comprising a guidance member (36) projecting from 
the support body (28) past the disc (16) and 
supporting an abutment (24) on which the second of 
said pads (18) is mounted, said first pad (18) being 
mounted for sliding movement on the guidance member 
(36) , characterised in that the guidance member (36) 
of the operating mechanism (26) is mounted on the 
support body (28) thereof by means of a plurality of 
bolts (44) which extend through bores (48) in the 
guidance member (36) from the support body (28) to 
said abutment (24). 

2 A disc brake according to claim 1, characterised in 
that the bolts (44) are received in threaded bores 
(50) in either the abutment (24) or the support body 
(28) . 
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